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TWIN-FLUKE MARINE ANCHOR HAVING AN
ADJUSTABLE SHANK/FLUKE PIVOT ANGLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a marine anchor and, more
specifically, to a twin-fluke, lightweight, high perfor-
mance aluminum alloy anchor.

2. Description of Related Art

U.S. Pat. No. 4,892,053 twin-fluke anchor describes
an improved aluminum anchor having a shank, a stock,
and a pair of flukes coupled together by a crown struc-
ture and having the holding power of heavier steel
anchors.

When a twin-fluke anchor rests on an underwater
bottom, an anchor line or rode connects a boat or other
marine vessel floating on the surface to an outer end of
the anchor shank. The anchor rode pulls the anchor
forward along the bottom as the marine vessel drifts
with the wind or tide. The crown structure of the an-
chor, resting on one of its two crown plates, tends to
resist the forward motion and elevates an aft end of the
anchor thereby tipping the anchor to orient the anchor
fluke tips downward towards the underwater bottom
surface. As the anchor draws forward, the flukes bury
themselves into the bottom surface. And with increase
force on the rode, the flukes continue to bury them-
selves deeper into bottom to provide greater holding
power. Typically, an anchor buries itself several feet
under the bottom surface, particularly in muddy or
sandy underwater bottoms.

The holding power of an anchor depends in part
upon the underwater bottom surface condition. Most
underwater bottoms consist of firm, good holding
ground, such as sandy bottoms. But in calm bays and
estuaries where silt and vegetable sediment accumulate,
the bottoms consist of soft mud which provides poor
holding ground for anchors.

The holding power of a twin-fluke anchor also de-
pends upon the anchor’s shank/fluke angle, ie., the
angle between the shank and the effective surface of the
flukes. By increasing the shank fluke angle from a stan-
dard angle of approximately 30 to 35 degrees to an
angle of approximately 40 to 55 degrees, the anchor
substantially increases its holding power in poor hold-
ing ground, such as muddy bottoms.

In good holding ground, however, the standard
shank/fluke angle of 30 to 35 degrees is necessary to set
the anchor. If the angle is greater than about 35 degrees,
for example if the shank/fluke angle is 45 degrees, the
fluke tips drag along the firm underwater bottom and
have difficulty initially digging into the surface to bury
themselves. Further, when digging in at the increased
angle, the planar portion of the flukes become caked
with ground which substantially reduces the anchor’s
holding power.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention defines a twin-fluke anchor for
mooring 2 marine vessel in waters having generally
sandy or muddy bottoms to prevent the vessel from
drifting with the wind or tide. The anchor is capable of
reassembly to adjust a shank/fluke angle to optimize the
holding power of the anchor depending upon the firm-
ness of the underwater bottom surface.

The anchor comprises a crown structure having a
first and a second set of apertures and a stock remov-
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2
ably coupled to the crown structure by insertion
through one set of the crown structure apertures. A pair
of flukes attach to the crown structure and a shank
rotatably mounts to the crown structure by engaging
with the stock. With the stock positioned in the first set
of apertures, the shank forms a first angle with an effec-
tive surface of the flukes, i.e., forms a first shank/fluke
angle. The anchor can be reassembled to position the
stock through the second set of apertures and thus repo-
sition the shank to form a second shank/fluke angle.

In a preferred embodiment, the second shank/fluke
angle is larger than the first shank/fluke angle, and
more preferably is about 15 degrees larger. It is also
preferred that the first shank/fluke angle equals about
30 to 35 degrees and the second shank/fluke angle
equals about 43 to 47 degrees. More preferably, the first
shank/fluke angle equals 32 degrees and the second
shank/fluke angle equals 45 degrees.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention,
the invention defines a twin-fluke anchor for mooring a
marine vessel to prevent the vessel from drifting with
the wind or tide, comprising a crown structure, a pair of
flukes attached to the crown structure, and a shank
rotatably coupled with the crown structure. The shank
is positioned to form a first shank/fluke angle between
the shank and an effective surface of the flukes, and is
adapted to be repositioned to form a second shank/fluke
angle larger than the first angle. In the preferred em-
bodiment, the first angle equals approximately 30-35
degrees, and more preferably equals 32 degrees, and the
second angle equals approximately 43-47 degrees, and
more preferably equals 45 degrees.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side plan view of a twin-fluke anchor
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention
engaging an underwater surface, illustrating a standard
and an optional anchor configuration;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the standard configu-
ration of the anchor of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the optional configu-
ration of the anchor of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of the anchor
of FIG. 2 and a pair of mud palms;

FIG. 5 is a rear plan view of the anchor of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a partial top plan view of the anchor of FIG.
§ taken along line 6—6;

FIG. 7 is a partial side view of the anchor of FIG. 2;

FIG. 81is an enlarged view showing the attachment of
the outer rear edge of the fluke attached to the stock
taken along line 8—8 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 9 is a partial front plan view of the anchor of
FIG. 2 showing the crown/fluke coupling.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 shows a preferred embodiment of the present
anchor 10 engaged with the underwater surface 12, and
illustrates a standard anchor configuration as well as an
optional configuration (shown in phantom lines). It is
preferred that the anchor is capable of adjusting be-
tween these two configuration in order to optimize the
holding power to the anchor depending upon the bot-
tom surface conditions, as explained below.

The anchor 10 principally comprises a crown struc-
ture 16, a shank 14, a pair of flukes 20 and a stock 28.
These principal components are preferably constructed



5,154,133

3

of extruded aluminum alloy, and more preferably of
extruded 6061 T6 aluminum alloy.

When engaging with the underwater bottom surface
12, as shown in FIG. 1, the crown structure 16 usually
completely embeds in the underwater surface 12, partic-
ularly when the anchor 10 engages sandy or muddy
bottom surfaces. The shank 14 extends to its maximum
angular position and rests roughly parallel with the
underwater surface 12. The flukes 20 embed deeply in
the underwater surface 12 to prevent the anchor 10
from readily moving. An anchor rode 8, attached to an
outer end of the shank 14, connects the anchor 10 to a
marine vessel (not shown) on the surface of a body of
water.

Referring to FIG. 4, the crown structure 16 com-
prises a pair of angled side walls 22 disposed between
generally parallel crown plates 26. The merger of the
side walls 22 into the crown plates 26 results in thick
central portions that effectively reinforces the crown
structure 16 in the juncture areas. Incorporated within
the outwardly angled side walls 22 is a fluke retaining
means. The fluke retaining means comprises a slot along
the exterior length of the side walls, opening onto an
inset flange receiving member 24. The inset member 24
partially fills the interior volume of the crown structure.
Two sets of side wall apertures 30, 31 pierce through
the inset flange receiving members 24. The size of the
apertures 30, 31 permit the stock 28 to freely pass
through the apertures.

Each fluke 20 has a generally triangular shape, in-
cluding a rear edge, an inner edge and an outer edge
merging with the inner edge to form a point. A flange
32 along the inner edge portion of each fluke 20 extends
to the rear edge of the fluke 20 so that, when viewed
along the rear edge, the fluke/flange union appears
T-shaped. Each fluke 20 also includes a fluke aperture
62 located near the outer rear edge portion.

The stock 28 comprises an elongated rod-like mem-
ber of sufficient length to extend beyond the outermost
fluke 20 edges, and includes a longitudinal slot 40.
When the stock 28 inserts through one set of the side
wall apertures 30, 31, it is oriented to direct the slot 40
towards the front of the crown structure 16. The slot 40
receives a portion of the rear edge of the flukes 20 when
assembled.

The shank 14 is an elongated member generally rect-
angular in plan view and having an octagonal cross
section, preferably of uniform height along its length.
The octagonal configuration increases the contact area
between the shank 14 and the crown plates 26. An outer
shank aperture 44 at a distal end of the shank 14 allows
the connection of the anchor rode 8 to the anchor 10.
An inner aperture 46 at a proximate end of the shank 14
allows the stock 28 to pass through the shank 14 and
allows the rotation of the shank about the stock 28.

FIG. 2 illustrates the standard configuration of the
anchor 10 with the stock inserted through the first set of
side wall apertures 30. The flukes 20 engage with the
crown structure 16 by inserting the T-shaped flange
member 32 into the flange receiving member 24, as best
seen in F1G. 9. Each flange 20 abuts against the stock 28
and thereby inserts the rear edge of the fluke 20 into the
stock slot 40. The fluke 20 secures to the stock 28 by
boited C-clips 36 inserted through apertures 62, as
shown in FIG. 8. As best seen in FIGS. 5 and 6, the
shank 14 inserts between the crown structure side walls
22 so that the inner shank aperture 46 aligns with the
crown side wall apertures 30. The stock 28 inserts
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through the aligned apertures 30, 46 to rotatably couple *
the shank 14 to the crown structure 16.

As best seen in FIG. 6, the crown structure 16 in-
cludes a beveled notch 52 along the front edge portion
where the tapered side walls 22 join the crown plates
26. The notch 52 is positioned so that the shank 14 may
rotate to an angular position relative to the flukes 20,
i.e., to form the desired shank/fluke angle ¢, as best seen
in FIGS. 2 and 7.

Preferably, the geometric relationship between the
first set of side wall apertures 30 and the notch 52 pro-
duces a shank/fluke angle ¢ approximately equal to
about 30 to 35 degrees, and more preferably about 32
degrees. As a result, the anchor 10 assembled in the
standard configuration will quickly and effectively en-
gage the underwater bottom 12 comprised good hold-
ing ground. Additionally, the holding power of the
anchor 10 is optimized at the standard shank/fluke set-
ting when set in good holding ground.

When the underwater bottom surface condition com-
prises soft mud, i.e., poor holding ground, the holding
power of the anchor 10 decreases when assembled in
the standard configuration. By increasing the shank/-
fluke angle ¢, however, the holding power of the an-
chor 10 improves. Further, because of the soupy consis-
tency of the muddy bottom surface, the anchor 10 easily
engages and digs into the bottom surface 12 at the larger
shank/fluke angle ¢.

FIG. 3 illustrates the optional configuration of the
anchor 10 with the stock inserted through the second
set of side wall apertures 31. Preferably, the geometric
relationship between the second set of side wall aper-
tures 31 and the beveled notch 52 produces a shank/-
fluke angle ¢ approximately equal to about 43 to 47
degrees, and more preferably about 45 degrees. At the
larger shank/fluke angle ¢ the holding power of the
anchor 10 substantially increases. Thus, the holding
power of the anchor 10 is optimized by reassembling the
anchor 19 in its optional configuration for use in poor
holding ground.

As shown in FIG. 4, mud palms 33 comprising gener-
ally flat plates can be attached to the crown plates 26 of
the crown structure 16. When assembled, the mud
palms 33 extend outward from the crown structure
oblique to the crown plate surfaces 26. When setting the
anchor 10, the mud palms 33 cause an aft end of the
crown structure to rise in the water to help trip and set
the anchor. As a result, the anchor 10 can set faster and
more dependable in oily, soft mud areas. The mud
palms, however, generally reduce buried depth.

Modifications and variations of the embodiment de-
scribed above may be made by those skilled in the art
while remaining within the true scope and spirit of this
invention. For example, a pair of diametrically opposed
slots, disposed in the two side walls 22, may replace the
two set of apertures. A cotter pin or like means may
restrain the stock 28, passing through the slots, from

" moving from a first position at one end of the slots to a
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second position at the other end of the slots, respec-
tively corresponding to the stock position when in the
first and second set of apertures 30, 31. Accordingly,
the scope of the invention is intended to be only defined
by the claims which follow.

What is claimed is:

1. A twin-fluke, lightweight, high performance an-
chor which is easily converted from an anchor for use
in underwater bottom surface conditions considered to
be a good holding ground, such as a sandy bottom, to an
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anchor for use in underwater bottom surface conditions
considered to be a poor holding ground, such as a
muddy bottom, so as to optimize the holding power of
said anchor depending upon the firmness of the under-
water bottom surface, comprising:

a crown structure having a first and second set of
apertures;

a pair of flukes attached to said crown structure;

a stock removably coupled to said crown structure
and selectively positioned through said first or
second set of said crown structure apertures; and

a shank rotatably mounted to said crown structure by
engagement with said stock, said shank positioned
to form a first shank/fluke angle with said stock
positioned through said first set of crown structure
apertures for use in underwater bottom surface
conditions considered to be a good holding
ground, and positioned to form a second shank/-
fluke angle with said stock positioned through said
second set of crown structure apertures for use in
undérwater bottom surface conditions considered
to be a poor holding ground.

2. The anchor of claim 1, wherein said second
shank/fluke angle is generally larger than said first
shank/fluke angle.

3. The anchor of claim 2, wherein said first shank/-
fluke angle approximately equals about 30 degrees.

4. The anchor of claim 2, wherein said second
shank/fluke angle approximately equals about 45 de-
grees.

8. The anchor of claim wherein said second shank/-
fluke angle differs from said first shank/fluke angle by
about approximately 15 degrees.

6. The anchor of claim wherein said anchor com-
prises an aluminum alloy.

7. The anchor of claim 6, wherein said aluminum
alloy comprises 6061 T6 aluminum alloy.
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8. A twin-fluke anchor for mooring a marine vessel to
prevent the vessel from drifting with the wind or tide,
comprising:

a crown structure;

a pair of flukes attached to said crown structure; and

a shank rotatably coupled to said crown structure and

positioned to form a first shank/fluke angle be-
tween said flukes, said shank adapted to be reposi-
tioned in a second position relative to said crown
structure to form a second shank/fluke angle,
wherein said second shank/fluke angle is greater
that said first shank/fluke angle.

9. The anchor of claim 8, wherein said first shank/-
fluke angle approximately equals about 30 degrees.

10. The anchor of claim 8, wherein said second
shank/fluke angle approximately equals about 45 de-
grees. :

11. A method of adjusting a twin-fluke anchor config-
uration to optimize the holding power of the anchor
depending upon whether the underwater surface com-
prises a good holding ground, such as a sandy bottom,
or a poor holding ground, such as a soft muddy bottom,
comprising the steps oft

removing a stock from a first set of apertures in a

crown structure to decouple a shank from the
crown structure with the shank positioned in a
standard position to form a first shank/fluke angle
with an effective surface of the flukes, which maxi-
mizes the holding power of the anchor used in
good holding ground;

repositioning the shank in an alternative position; and

inserting the stock through a second set of apertures

in the crown structure and through the shank to
couple the shank to the crown structure in the
alternative position to form a second shank/fluke
angle with the effective surface of the flukes, which
maximize the holding power of the anchor used in

poor holding ground.
* * * * %



